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SYNOPSIS

Children’s Literature is a "new" literature, relatively, It
appeared in the 16'® century, and grew ia scops through the 18%®
century, following the theories of Locke and Roussesu, which stated
that the child is entitled to live his childhood completely, and not
as a stage preceding adulthood,

In general, the purpose of Children s Literature was to furnish the
young reader with information and cducﬁtian,'but rarely with entertain-
ment, In the 20°F century, and especially in its second half, Children’s
Literature is a fload of a great variety: carring it far beyond its
proper literary zone,

Children s Literature could be divided into three categories:

a, Adult's Literature, which is annexed to Children s Literature,

b, Educational Literature, whose purpose is to spread moral and
social value through literature,

¢, Literature which can not be specified, as it is taking a "double
stand simultaneously ", not being directed io the young reader decisivelg

By analyzing Adult' s Literature which is annexed to Children s
Literature, we find that this literature contains elements which enable
the child to accept it (Situations resembling those of his experience,
non-complex plots), Yet, his reading is superficial, diluting and
diminishing its literary qualities, according to his limited ability.

Educational Literature, trying to supply the child with its
educational tendencies, is found to gzive up, comsciously, absolute
literary requirements, so as to suit the mentality and psycological
strmecture of the child,



Literature, not specified for children or adults, but resulting
from the suthor's creativity, is found in a dilemms, The dilemma is
originated in its definition, Hence the uneasiness and ceaseless
apologies of the suthors, who don't write wholeheartedly for children,
yet can not deny nor rcject, that imposed definition, Perhaps, this
literature should be removed from Children's Literature , and should
be looked upon as "Naive Literature” suitable for reader of all ages,

Tyae Childrents Literature is probably that sub@ iterature, created
b+ the child himself, It could be said that authors should follow
this natural literature, However, this literature should be rejected
as its only advantaga'ia to help the child in his transfer from
illiteracy to literacy - to the sphere of culture and civiliszation,
With all its charm and freshness, it is 2 literature of a marginal
value,






